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"Across the Nightingale Floor" (M& DK/ TE¥DREI) Lian Hearn Penguin 2002

The story is set in a fictional (Z2ZE® ) Japan during the Warring States period (BE BF{X) . It
y

follows two young people, Takeo and Kaede.

Takeo, whose childhood name is Tomasu, belongs to the Hidden, a peaceful group who live in

the mountains. When the warlord lida Sadamu attacks his village, Takeo is rescued by the

mysterious Otori Shigeru.

Kaede is the daughter of a noble family and is held hostage (A E) by the Nogami family,

allies of Tida Sadamu. She must survive dangerous political struggles and fight to regain

control of her own life.

Fantasy, romance, drama, and action come together as Takeo and Kaede struggle to

survive. Their journey finally leads them to the black-walled castle of Inuyama,

KM

where their fate will be decided.
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"Wonder, by R.J.Palacio
Knopf Books for Young Readers ~ (323&hR)
KADOKAWA (BAZER)

Wonder is the story of a boy named August, who was born with a facial difference and
attends school for the first time. As he interacts with the people around him, he gradually grows
and changes. The story is told not only from the main character’s perspective, but also from the
viewpoints of his family and friends, teaching readers the importance of understanding the
feelings of others.

This book is deeply connected to the theme of “opening.” At first, many people around
August feel confused or hold prejudices, but through their experiences with him, they slowly
open their hearts. August himself also bravely steps into a new world and discovers new
possibilities for himself. It shows how kindness, empathy, and the desire to understand others
can change relationships in meaningful ways.

The English is relatively easy to read, and the story is approachable for both junior high and
high school students. It is an excellent book for students who want to challenge themselves with
reading in English. It was also made into a movie, which was shown here at Shoin many years
ago.

DH

You can watch the DVD of “Wonder” at the library.
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